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MGMS Web Site: http://schools.district279.org/mgms

DATES TO REMEMBER

December

5 Begin Trimester 2

..8th Grade Orchestra Concert 7 PM

.......8th Grade Choir Concert 7 PM
...7th Grade Orchestra Concert 7 PM

Last Day of School Before Winter

Break

23-31...Winter Break

January

1-2......Winter Break

..School Resumes

...7th Grade Choir Concert 7 PM

6th Grade Band Concert at MGSH
7 PM

16......Martin Luther King Jr Day —
No School

18....... 7th Grade Band Concert 7 PM

19.......Parent Conferences (Last Names
A-K) 3:15-7:45 PM

24....... Parent Conferences (Last Names
L-Z) 3:15-7:45 PM

26........ 6th Grade Orchestra Concert at
MGSH 7 PM

30 Licensed Staff Workshop No School
for students

February
2 6th Grade Choir Concert 7 PM

15....... 8th Grade Band Concert 7 PM
17.......Conference Release Day — No School
20.......Presidents’ Day — No School
28......District Orchestra Concert at OMS

7 PM

March

2 8th Grade Choir Concert 7 PM

9. End of Trimester 2

10.....Mark Reporting Day— No School
For Students

13......Trimester 3 Begins

From the Principal:

As we finish first trimester of the 2016-17 school year, we have an opportunity to
reflect on how we are doing in our second year of implementation of our new
middle school model. We have worked very hard to implement our Mustang
Pride—PROMPT, PREPARED, and POLITE to teach our students our expectations.
As we end our first academic term, we have many things to celebrate and some
areas we need to work on. We count on parents as important partners and believe
it is important for you to be aware of some of our challenges so that we can ask for
your help in reinforcing expectations at home.

Concerns

We are primarily concerned about behaviors in the cafeteria. Based on parent
feedback, we made a change for this year’s lunchroom procedures for 6™ and 7™
graders, moving from assigned seating to open seating. Now, we are seeing an
increase in behaviors such as throwing food and taking other students’ seats while
they are emptying their trays.

We are also seeing an increase in behaviors right after lunch, as students move to
their next classes. Some students are running and pushing others; sometimes, this
activity has led to physical altercations. Teachers are reporting that some students
are having a difficult time settling down after lunch.

Actions we’re taking to address the concerns

e Teaching and reteaching expectations
We are taking many actions to teach, reteach and then provide
consequences for students who are not meeting our expectations. All
students are receiving additional teaching of our expectations during
advisory time.

e Adjusting practices; continuing to apply consequences
In certain grade levels, we have placed limits on passing times to reduce
opportunities for unacceptable behavior. Individual students who do not
meet our expectations are referred to the office where we use a progressive
set of consequences until we see a change of behavior.

e Increasing supervision during key problem times
All available staff are supervising students as they exit the cafeteria after
lunch. We are also benefiting from an outstanding group of parent/
community volunteers who are providing additional supervisory support

during lunch every day.
Continued on the next page
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Continued from page 1

How you can help
There are many ways you can support a safe and healthy school for your student.

e The simplest and most important is to have a conversation with your child about high expectations for
behaviors even when in a group setting.

e Volunteer at school. We know that students benefit in many ways from the presence of parents/guardians at
school, and we would welcome you as a volunteer.

e If your child reports a safety concern to you, please call our tip line or contact an administrator immediately.
Information on who and how to report can be found elsewhere in this newsletter under Key Communications
and Contacts at MGMS.

e Please contact me as well if you would like more information, have any suggestions, or have a concern to share.

As | stated in the beginning, the vast majority of students are modeling Mustang Pride and making positive
contributions to the school community. We are having our third recognition assembly of the year on Friday,
December 9 to recognize students for many different goals they have met. Check out our website and read the
newsletters from your child’s team for updates and celebrations of the great academic work that is happening here at
MGMS.

Lisa Hartman, Principal

DON’T CATCH THE FLU, DON’T SPREAD THE FLU

Reasons to get your child a flu shot:

A flu shot can keep your child from getting sick with flu.

Influenza is more serious than the common cold. It can lead to serious complications, including hospitalization or death. Each
year an average of 20,000 children younger than 5 years are hospitalized because of influenza complications.

Since 2004-2005, flu-related deaths in children reported to CDC during regular flu seasons have ranged from a low of 37 to a high
of 171 deaths.

Children, especially school-aged children, are more likely to catch the flu. Millions of children get sick with flu every season. A
typical flu illness can mean missing a week or more of school. Once infected, children can spread the flu to parents and siblings,
other family members, and friends.

Vaccinating your child protects people around them (like grandparents, babies or anyone with long-term health problems) who
are more vulnerable to flu. Children with certain long-term health conditions (like asthma or diabetes) and all children younger
than 5 years are at high risk of serious illness when they get the flu.

Flu vaccine is not perfect. Some vaccinated people may still get sick, but if they do, flu vaccine may make their illness milder. Flu
vaccines are among the safest medical products in use. Hundreds of millions of people have safely gotten flu vaccines for more
than 50 years. There may be mild side effects from getting vaccinated, but these are so much less of a problem than getting sick
with the flu! For more information, visit: www.cdc.gov/flu

You and your family can help reduce the spread of flu by doing four important things:

e Cover your cough with your arm not your hands

e Wash your hands frequently

e Stay home for at least 24 hours after your fever has ended without the use of medicine

e Get a flu shot every year
Symptoms include fever, chills, body aches, headache, cough, runny nose or stuffy nose, and sore throat.
Please call your healthcare provider if your child has a high fever and/or persistent cough.



http://www.cdc.gov/flu

WHAT TO DO...

I ABSENCES

: If your child is absent or late to school, please call the school with the reason for the absence. The

I telephone call eliminates the need to send a note with your student when he/she returns to school. We would
I appreciate having the call between the hours of 7:00 AM and 9:00 AM.

MGMS 24 Hour Attendance Line:
763-315-7603

I APPOINTMENTS/EARLY RELEASE

! A parent/guardian must send a note excusing their student from school. The student then brings the note

| to the Student Services office before school to get a pass and then they sign out at the main office. If a student

I forgets a note, a parent/guardian is required to come into the office with a photo ID to sign out their student.

I Even if you send a text to your student, they will not be released until the office staff sees your ID and then they will
call your student out of class.

I
I
I
: IF YOUR STUDENT IS NOT FEELING WELL WHILE AT SCHOOL

I Maple Grove Middle School has a registered nurse in the building. Students who do not feel well during the

I day should get a pass from their teacher to go the nurse’s office. The nurse will then determine if the student is not
j well enough to continue the school day and will contact the parent/guardian to pick up their student when

I necessary. Students who leave for the day that are not feeling well, without permission from the nurse, are at risk

: of being marked truant.

: PICKING UP A SICK STUDENT

1 If you have received a call from the nurses office to pick your student up, please bring your photo ID into
school. For the safety of your student, we check ID’s every time before we release a student.

DROPPING OFF & PICKING UP

: If you drop off or pick up your student before or after school, please use the entrance at the very east end
j of the community education parking lot. As you are heading east on 69" Avenue, proceed to the last driveway to
1 drop-off or pick-up your student. As you drive around to the door, we ask that the front car move as far forward
I as possible when both dropping off and picking up students to avoid a back-up of cars in the lot. As always, we ask I
: drivers to proceed slowly through the parking lot and look for students and staff crossing the lot. Although we have !
 reminded students about pedestrian safety, we are asking you to please also remind your student to use sidewalks

1 and crosswalks in order to stay safe. Thank you for your help!
|
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Wizard of Oz Recap

i s
Maple Grove Middle School thespians proudly presented the Wizard of Oz on November 3, 4, and 5. Many
hours of hard work went into making this a fabulous production!! Thank you to the cast, crew, and parents,

for all of their support.

Counseling Corner
Clothing Closet e

The Maple Grove Middle School Mustang clothing and supply closet is a school

q
resource that supplies some basic necessities to our students who are in need of =0 S

these items. If you have a student who has a need for this help, please refer them
to their school counselor. We are here to help! Thank you to everyone who has
donated to our “Closet”. We are so proud of our supporters
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COMMUNICATION AND KEY CONTACTS AT
MAPLE GROVE MIDDLE SCHOOL

In the transition from elementary to middle school, your child will work with many different adults. As a parent,
you can help your child navigate and self-manage by understanding the roles and responsibilities of the different
staff available to support student learning. In general, we expect students to start to assume the responsibility for
communication and problem-solving at school and we expect parents/guardians to partner with us to help them
build the skills they will need to be self-advocates.

The most important tool for communication will be your child’s IPAD and Schoology as well as ParentVue. Parents
will have access to Schoology and can track their student’s coursework and calendars. Our school has a website
that contains information regarding all aspects of the school.

We do not have weekly folders that go home to families at the middle school level. We use the School Messenger
system to deliver important information for all families by e-mail and telephone. It is important that you keep your
contact information current in your ParentVue account to receive this information.

Please work with your student to review daily announcements and to review information given out by each of their
teachers. At times, your child may need help. The first step in resolving a question or concern should always be for
your child to speak to the teacher. We ask that you contact a specific teacher if your child is not able to resolve a
question or a concern. If you are not able to resolve a question/concern with the teacher directly, then your
student may make an appointment with his/her counselor in the Student Services Office and if necessary, the
counselor will include the grade level principal.

Sometimes your child will experience a problem or conflict with another student or may witness inappropriate
behavior. We ask that students report their concerns to an adult in the building. If the concern is happening in the
classroom, have your student work with the teacher. If the concern is in the cafeteria or other common spaces,
please have them see their counselor or work with our student management specialist (SMS) or grade level
principal. We also have an anonymous tip line where students can report incidents 763-391-8660.

Below is a guide for whom to contact according to the grade level of your child.

GRADE 6 GRADE 7 GRADE 8

Katie Gerdts, Counselor Kaia Paquin, Counselor Debbie McCormack, Counselor
Paul Schulz, SMS Paul Schulz, SMS Paul Schulz, SMS

Sara Looby, Assistant Principal Lisa Hartman, Principal Christine Mann, Assistant Principal

BEFORE and AFTER SCHOOL

Students may arrive early to school but must go to the cafeteria or be under the
direct supervision of a teacher. Locker banks and hallways will be unlocked at 7:45
AM. Students may remain at school beyond dismissal only when being supervised by
a teacher, coach, or are in an afterschool program. Students not under the direct
supervision of school personnel will be asked to leave school grounds. Our district
offers after school supervision through our SPOT program. This is a fee based
program. For more information contact:

WWW.DISTRICT279.0RG/THE-SPOT

_,/“
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Watch Dogs

Are you a father figure of a student at MGMS and interested in what you can do
'6,. to make a difference in a child’s school experience? Are you interested in
* making a difference in your community and not sure of a way that you can
“give back?” Do you have an hour or 2 a month that you could set aside to
help us at the school?

If you find yourself answering “yes” to the questions above, Watch DOGS at MGMS would love to have
you join us! Any time invested is time connecting with the youth of our community. Watch DOGS is
dedicated to providing another set of eyes and ears in the school setting to help provide our children
with the safe and productive learning environment that all of us desire for our youth!

Specifically, we could use volunteers to help us in these current areas: lunchroom monitoring and
classroom volunteering (math, science, and tutoring after school).

If you are interested in learning more, please email or call MGMS Watch DOGS Coordinator, Ron
Sonnek at 612.423.4558 or rsonnek@sicora.com. Also, we have a website location for more
information hosted on the MGMS’s website. Under “Families”, you can scroll down and find a Watch
Dogs area for more information as well.

Thank you in advance for considering and we look forward to seeing you at the school!

Thank You MGMS Volunteers!!!

The volunteers have made this another amazing start to the school year! Volunteers play an
important role at MGMS. We truly appreciate the continued support! We have many great

)'( volunteer opportunities coming up, so if you have not had the chance to get involved and are
m ) interested in becoming a volunteer please let me know. We appreciate every hour you can
"3 OR b{ b “D‘L volunteer Please contact Kelly Lego at 763-315-7600 or legok@district279.org. Get involved

C 14”’ WA r’ A
7 today|

Report Cards

This is just a reminder to parents and guardians that report cards will not be sent
home at the end of the trimester. You can view your student’s trimester 1 grades
on ParentVue. If you need an access code, please bring your photo ID into the
school office and we will be happy to provide an access code. The office hours are
7:00 AM—3:30 PM Monday—Friday.

Upon request, this document can be made available in an alterative format, such as Braille, large print, or audio tape to accommodate
individuals with disabilities. To make such a request, please contact us at least seventy two (72) hours in advance.
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MGMS Band Book Fair at Barnes & Noble

Support the Maple Grove Middle School Band Program by shopping at Barnes & Noble in Maple
Grove. In an effort to raise funds for the band program, the Maple Grove Middle School is working
together with Barnes & Noble Booksellers by hosting a book fair at the Maple Grove store.

On Sunday, December 4, Barnes & Noble will donate a percentage of every sale made with a special
book fair voucher to the MGMS bands. A voucher is attached below. They will also be distributed to
the band students and will be available behind the registers at the store — just ask for one!

Some points to note:

o Customers must present a voucher at the register in order to have their purchases count
towards the book fair total.

e Only vouchers presented during the agreed upon voucher collection period (all day and evening
on December 4th) will be counted towards the book fair.

e Purchases of gift cards, Readers Advantage memberships, and consumables from their café are
exempt from book fair proceeds.

e Shop online from 12/4—12/9 (www.bn.com/bookfair) and use the code 12034385 to support us
as well!

This is one of those rare “win-win” opportunities for the band program. The band program will put
the generous Barnes & Noble donation to good use for our students and there are always plenty of
“good reads” at the book store! If you are thinking about picking up some reading material in the
near futures, please consider bringing your voucher along and making a purchase on

Sunday, December 4th.

For more information, contact Band Director Jonathan Harmer (harmerj@district279.org).

Barnes & Noble Book Fair Voucher Supporting
The Maple Grove Middle School Band Program

Sunday, December 4th
Barnes & Noble — 8040 Wedgewood Lane, Maple Grove, MN

Simply present this voucher at the cash register at the time of purchase. A percentage of the net sale
will be donated to your organization. *

OFFICE USE ONLY

Register #: Transaction #:
Book Fair ID: 12034385

Amount of sale before tax less purchase of gift cards, membership cards, & café consumables.

S

*The purchase of gift cards, Barnes & noble memberships, textbooks, magazine subscriptions, video games, purchases made
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Now is the time to order your
MGMS 2016-2017 YEARBOOK
Orders due by March 17 t

Our yearbook includes:
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Please order your yearbook by visiting: https://ybpay.lifetouch.com

School ID code: 10405517
Cost: $26.00

The Learning Center and Testing Center —

Available Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursdays with Prior Approval

We currently have two services available to support student learning after school on Tuesdays,
Wednesdays, and Thursdays. Both of these spaces require students to plan ahead and work with their
teachers to obtain passes.

The LEARNING CENTER is available to students who have a specific project or assignment that needs
extra time and support or requires access to technology. Any student who has been identified by a
teacher as having a specific need can obtain a pass from that teacher to attend the learning center. We
ask that parents ensure that a teacher has approved and assigned a student to the learning center prior
to having them stay afterschool.

The TESTING CENTER is available to students who need to take an assessment outside of class. If a
student is absent or needs an additional opportunity for retaking an assessment, teachers will arrange a
date with the student and send the materials to the testing center located off the media center.
Students should bring enough homework or reading materials to work on after the test completion to
keep them engaged until the late bus at 4:20.

5 dzNJ aljfdd > AKIARI KK NR O2 GSNJ LINPGSOG & GNBI &dzZNBR
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CELL PHONES & OTHER ELECTRONIC DEVICES

In our learning environment it is important that students stay focused on their learning. In the previous years, we had
allowed students to bring personal devices and access wifi to enhance learning opportunities. Now that we have a
closed wifi system with more restrictive access and 1:1 iPads for all students, we no longer have the need for personal
devices to be present in the school setting.

This year, personal electronic devices, including (but not limited to) cell phones and iPods, are NOT allowed in
school. Should your student need to carry their cell phone for after school communication, it is to be off and out of
sight during the school day. Should you need to contact your student during school hours, please call the main line at
763-315-7600. Items that interrupt the learning process or violate District Policy will be confiscated by staff. Repeat
offenses will result in administrative consequence.

Maple Grove Middle School is not responsible for lost or stolen items, including all electronic devices. We advise
leaving all electronic devices and valuables at home.

Last year we allowed them because we had open wifi and hadn’t initiated 1:1 iPads. Now that we have closed wifi,
and an iPad for each students, they no longer need their personal devices.

OOL\L

SCHOOL NIGHT!

Help us raise money for 2
Maple Grove Middle School Important Information

Present this flyer when you visit the Café Zupas at BEfO re or Afte r
Maple Grove School Pickup

11669 Fountains Dr.

Maple Grove, MN As a reminder, if you are driving your
student to school or picking them up
on the date listed below and your school will receive a donation after school, please use the Community

€qual fo up t0.28% of your entive drder Ed doors at the East end of the building

and not the main entrance. We have
b%ussﬁs thaflddp off and pick up

1 7 & Mia ! students in the main entrance and it

jan uart ) becomes a safety concern when

( -Opm é students are running between busses.
fl’Om 5 9p e ‘,\' We appreciate your help with this.
[SR7omme S ]

AN
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Parent/Guardian Teacher Conferences Coming in January

Conferences will be held for student’s with the last name A-K on Thursday, January 19 from 3:15-7:45 and
on Tuesday, January 24 from 3:15-7:45 for student’s with the last name L-Z. If your assigned night does
not fit with your families schedule you are welcome to come on the other night. Conferences will be held
in the gyms and Special Education staff will be located in the Media Center. We look forward to seeing you.

Media Center Minute

During the first trimester of school we have been very busy. Many students choose to start their day gathering
with friends in the media center. It’s a large space with areas for social hour, small group work as well as areas for
quiet reading. Encourage your child to stop in and spend some time with us. We have books of course, but also
want to be a friendly environment for students as an alternative to just hanging by their lockers before first hour.

| just completed a round of lessons on our card catalog and the public library’s catalog. | walked the children
through the process of getting an ebook on their device from both library collections as well as how to take
advantage of the electronic downloads available through the public library. If you don’t have a family library card,
| recommend registering for one, it’s free.

Our philosophy is that every day is library day, your child is welcome before, during or after school to check out
books. If your child is struggling to find a time, please have them ask their Flex/Advisory teacher when it would
work in that class period. Many classes have reserved a day and time each week or every other to check out
books.

4,879 materials have been checked out as of Nov. 16™,

We are also the iPad repair shop. Please reassure your child that we want their iPad to be working properly just as
much as they do. If it’s not working, direct them to us, we’re happy to help.

Jennifer Perusse, library media specialist
Follow us

(2] Instagram.  \Gms_media

@mgms_media

Media Center webpage: http://mgmsmedia.wixsite.com/mgmsmedia

Have ou Seen It?

We have so many talented artists in our building, the Art teachers at Maple Grove Middle School
have decided to showcase the students’ masterpieces by displaying them on Facebook. Please

check out their page at:
https://www.facebook.com/MGMSART/
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MAPLE GROVE MIDDLE SCHOOL
CODE OF CONDUCT

PROMPT PREPARED POLITE
Be to school and clBessready to | earn Respect others and
on time every day property
Have all of your supplies: pencil s
Be in your classroopnmenast, notebook, foldéerstaassiwhbementhers
the correct ti me
Have a pass when in Thkehahlte of yourse
Use passing time to get all and the classroo
necessary materi al sKefeopr ycoluars shackpack, | arge purse,
hat, and jacket in yBocoboalgerpabltdag
When entering the building among cl assmates
head to your | ockerKeaenpd aplult dailslt racting items at home
nui sance items awayor put away Accept directions a
consequences withou
compl aining
Wear appropr-i ate an
di stracting clothin

MAPLE GROVE MIDDLE SCHOOL

2016 -17 DAILY SCHEDULE

Chichen Itza - 6A
Brandenburg Gate — 6B
Ayers Rock - 7A

Pyramids of Giza — 6C
Lalibela - 6D
Eiffel Tower — 7C

Great Wall of China—8 B
Machu Picchu - 8C

Taj Mahal - 7B Serengeti — 8A Petra - 8D
Exploratory 1 8:10 — 8:55 Core 1 8:10 —9:01 Core 1 8:10-9:01
Exploratory 2 8:59-9:44 Core 2 9:03-9:54
Core 2 9:03-9:54
Core 1 9:47 - 10:38 Flex/Advisory 9:57 -10:47
Core3 9:57 -10:48
Core 2 10:40-11:31 Lunch 10:47 -11:14
Exploratory 1 10:51-11:36
Flex/Advi 11:34-12:24 Core 3 11:19-12:10
ex/Advisory 3 Lunch 11:36 - 12:03
24 -12: Core 4 12:12-1:03
Lunch 12:24-12:51 Exploratory 2 12:08—12:53
.6 —1- Exploratory 1 1:.06 - 1:51
Core3 12:56 - 1:47 Flex/Advisory 12:56 - 1:46 P y
Core 4 1:49 —2:40 Core 4 1:49 —2:40 Exploratory 2 1:55-2:40
Inukshuk—7 D
Corel 8:10-9:00
Core 2 9:03-9:53
Core 3 9:57 -10:47
Lunch 10:47 -11:14
Flex/Advisory 11:19-12:09
Core 4 12:12 -1:02
Exploratory 1 1:06 - 1:51
Exploratory 2 1:55-2:40

n ol



_ PAGES

Leaving School Procedure... -

Please send a note with your students if they are going to leave school early. The student then brings the note to
student services where they are issued a pass to get out of school. The student then shows the pass to the teacher
and signs out in the front office and your child meets you in the car. This way you are not delayed for an appoint-
ment and we don’t need to interrupt teaching time to call your student to the office.. If your appointment is made
the day of please bring in your photo ID and we will call your student out of class. Thanks for your help!

Look for the pink Box Top on hundreds of participating products.
Each is worth 10¢ for your school!

your favorite
Box Tops products.

out the Box Top
from each package.

: } your Box Tops to
school with your child.

: . for every
Box Top collected to help
buy the things it needs
most. All those Box Tops
really add up!

www.btfe.comiproducts

LAKES 15 & reggstered (rademank ened OF Lickars, v TLE® and JUKCY JLUCED are
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We would like to send out a big THANK YOUto the sponsors
of our Maple Grove Middle School 20162017

O MUSTANG PRI DEO PROC

These donations allow us to reward students who are “Prompt, Prepared and Polite” and are caught being good to their
fellow students. Please support these generous places in your community!

Mo

= Z ﬁ?AS

e CherryBerry

BEST On The Plonef%

THANK YOU SPONSORS!



Maple Grove Middle School

7000 Hemlock Lane
Maple Grove, MN 55369

ISD & 279

Report cards
Parent Vue.

be recei

Vi

IMPORTANT PHONE NUMBERS

MGMS 763-315-7600
MGMS Attendance 763-315-7603
Bus Company  (First Student) 763-421-5785
District Transportation 763-391-7244
Educational Service Center 763-391-7000
City of Maple Grove Park & Rec . 763-494-6500

Contributors: J. Harmer, R. Johnson, L. Hartman, K.
Lego, L. Locffler, J. Perusse, R. Sonnek, K. Wegerson,




